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Cloudy and warmer today probably followed

by snow fair tomorrow

VOL LXXINO 122 NEV YORK THURSDAY DECEMBER 31 1903 Copyrto IMS fry WcS i lrMiuo rublMlno AnocMlon PRICE TWP

II H V1

I

w c

i AtU n

J

CHNTS
J

1

I is t a

and

<

525 KillED

Theatre Horror

Chicago

IROQUOIS BURNED

Matinee Audience in

a Trap

FUMES KILL SCORES

The Victims Mostly Women

Children

FIRE CURTAIN DIDNT WORK

Hundreds Trampled to Death in

Stampede

Electric spark Prom Broken Wire

Started the Blaze Draught Swept
the Flamrf Almost Inunrdlatcly Int
the Andltortam Albeitos Cnrlalr
Came noun Part Way and Incrtasn
the Prancht Eddie Key Star of Mr

niiiehearrt the Piece Detnv

to Allay the Panto Then
Warned the Company and Got

All Out Safely Allies and StAlrway
Became linked qnlckly Ftre Exit
Knt Adequate Terrible Paulo

the Streeti Details of the Horror

CHICAGO Dec 30 More than 500 persons
taodtjy women and children perished

in the Iroquois Theatre thIs aternoon

The nre began to snuff out the human
lives about 335 oclock while a matinee
performance of Mr Bluebeard wa
played In the midst of tho soothing strain
of the Moonlight Song an electric
from a broken wire shot into the file
and an explosion followed Then a panic
ensued

From that time on until the flames filler
the place the death crush continued
mass of humanity waa jammed into the
balcony stairway surrounded by smoke
and flames Tho mass settled back
into a death pose and there they were found
by firemen Trucks express wagons and
patrol wagons were all in use carrying
away the bodies

The asbestos curtain In the theatre would

not work and the flames swept at once to

the pit and adjoining walls All the exits
were soon choked by frantic women and
children and thoso on the inside terror
stricken at tho advancing flames and smoke

were unable to move either way Late
in the afternoon children were taken from
t he ruins some burned to a crisp and others
trampled beyond recognition Women by

score were found in a tangled and
scorched mesa near the stairway

FIRE CAME IN A MOOKUOIIT SCENE

The theatre was almost in darkness in

the second act The stage was lighted
only by the soft artificial beams from the
calcium which lent beauty to the scene
during the singing of the Moonlight

Sons by double A flash of
flame shot across through the flimsy draper-

ies started by a spark
A show girl screamed hyHterically The

singers stopped short but with presence of

mind the director increased tho volume

of the music In their seats aa

the stage nn order for tho
continuation of the song It was obeyed
with feeble hearts The girls forced the
words from their throats until two of their
number swooned

The audience could no longer b con

trolli d Eddie Foy then rushed from the
wings to the footlights hut his words of
reassurance wero in vain Clouds of
smoke poured from the stage Into the

enveloping the struggling mass
of panicstricken men women and children

Behind tho scenes all was confusion
I 1 required hut a moment to perceive that
the fire had gone too far to be conquered

by the amateur fire brigade formed by the
hands In the dressing rooms as

Urn sixth story were the score of

Rirla of the ballet At the first alarm the
elevator boy fled from his and the
flames shot upward in and
made escape by the narrow stairway
impossible

The screams from the imprisoned girls-

in the upper rows of dressing rooms came
to the ears of the more fortunate below
M they rushed to the stage doors Some
topped for a brief moment thinking

gH aid but the clouds of smoke growing
denser and denser them to
Thfir escape even was

cRonun ennui DRAOOED AWAT
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escaped early Two of their number
who had fainted were carried by

and wero In the alley
rear of tho In a terrlflec

and hysterical group the girls clustered li-

the narrow passage that runs from Denrborr
to State street

Some had sisters and all hnd frlendx it

the blazing building The bitter cold piercei
them through and through for they were
clad only In their thin xtago KOWIIH with
nocks and arms exposed XeverthelcHu
they had to be dragged front their statIon
in the alley and into neighboring stores

The blackened bodies which choked the
stairways the linen of policemen

carrying limp forms from the
building the overtaxed hospitals the rows
of dead and dying in the surrounding build-

ings which wnre thrown open to the suf-

ferers tell briefly the tale Only n few

of the terrifying incidents will be
known

The flint seconds of the rush for life
among those In the nudlenco went quiet
according to those who live to tell tale
Few if any in that throng realized what
was to como They thought only of them-

selves as they pushed end struggled for
every Inch as they ndvnnced toward the
exits

11KADIONO BUUIl FOR SAFETY

For an Instant the stairways leading
from the balcony were amass of struggling
people with scores behind constantly
pushing closer and fighting to get out
Those in the van unable to keep their
footing fell headlong

Those behind fell over their prostrate
them The

scene was a Women anil chil-

dren were majority in the fighting
crowd and their shrieks of fear mingled
with the groans of the and the
prayers of supplicants to

Women seized their babies in their arms
frantically clung to them beseeching
ears that wore deaf to entreaty to save
them from the terrible fate impending
Had those to been so disposed
they could given the assistance-
so besought
In the last of desperation scores
of those in climbed to the rail-

ing and to tho pit of tho theatre
many Their bodies were
found long afterward when the smoke
had away and the firemen could

place
The dense smoke quickly rose to the

top of the building To a score of those
who had sought to Jump from the gallery
the smoke was kind for it brought death
quickly Three women were found

over the rail their fncea distorted with
agonies of do th

From a dozen sources the alarm went
fire headquarters hut before the vanguard
of engine wheeled into Randolph street a

crowd had gathered in front of tho
theatre The firemen were quick to act

but hundreds of bodies already motion
lees within the walls of tile playhouso o
recently opened

An awestricken crowd stood fixedly us
those who had been the door
rushed out their eyes fear These
yelled fire at the top of their voices and the
cry ww taken up by the crowd and carried
far Into busy State street and the other
avenues of commerce

None realized at that minute what had
occurred Each man asked his neighbor-

if there had been loss of life or injury Not

ontll the first blackened and limp body
was borne fotth In the arms of n policeman
did the Importance of the disaster begin to
dawn on those In the street

In fifteen minutes nineteen dead bodies
were carried out the Randolph street en
trance Then they came so fast thnt all
count was lost

Thompsons restaurant was at once thrown
open for temporary use as a hospital Th

long tables offered excellent means of
service and upon them the bleeding burned
and moaning were laid

Within a block are a dozen great build
ings occupied almost exclusively by physi-

cians and in a remarkably short time a
large number of them came to give
voluntary service to those in distress
They saved tho lives of Beorc of women

and children frenzied with nin who
would have died in the street

Every hospital in the city hurried nmlm
lances to the scene and with them every
surgeon who could be spared They wire
as nothing though compared to tho need
Two and three arid In many cases even
more were huddled into tho
and hurried oft to tho hospital where
kindlier attention could be given them
MOST OF THOHK IN TIlE oRChESTRA UHCAIKU

The grcnt majority of who hind

occupied orchestra seat escaped with
their lives though scores wore badly hurt
in tIme rush Some were knocked down
and with broken limbs were unable to rise

They were left to die with a number of
women who fainted from fright With

these bodies were found time corpses of those
who had leaped from the balcony nnd
gallery-

In the exits of the balcony and galleries
the greatest loss of life occurred When

the firemen went to remove tho bodies they

found a hundred or more piled In a mass
in each place The clothes were torn com-

pletely away from some of the Ixxlies Here
and there a Jewelled hand protruded from

the pile All the faces were distorted with

painFrom
beneath one mass there suddenly

came the moan of a woman Trembling
hands plunged their way into the tangle of

human forms and with a mighty effort

pulled to the surface the woman The

blackened lips parted and a fireman bent
over her to catch the words

My child my poor little boy where is
he Oh do bring him to me
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Again time Upa parted-
Is he safe Tell mime i wife minI

can
1st safe the fireman muttered

all kiiHw reply wim best She died
her body was lifted with those of hundred
of others In that ono spot

The calamity was HO overwhelming that
the firemen and tIme policemen who were
the first to reach the upper parts of time

house could not realize astonUliliii
extent They begun by dragging a

two from the terrible piles at the head
of the Htnlrways as if they did not know
time plleD were made of human bodies

Iradually time full significance of tIme

catastrophe dawned them All the
lights of time theatre had been extinguished
The lanternH of the firemen cost only
dim glow over the piles of dead From

bodiert arose email curls of steam Tin
firemen hind drenched tho piles before
they knew were made up of human
corpses

Then lint work of Inking out the inani-
mate forums began Thorn were constant
appeals for more help The bodies of little
children torn and bleeding were tenderly
lifted each by a firemen or policeman and
carried to the street below Two or three
men were needed to bear the heavier bur-
dens

Every now and then a forum faintly breath-
Ing was dragged out of the pile These
were handled with oven more tenderness
than the others as they were carried down
time marble stairway of the glided foyer
Now and then a faint groan was
Ing from the bottom of the won

the signal for renewed and efforts
on time part of the rescuers to untangle the
human mass

In tIme balcony scattered the aisles
and among the charred found
many bodies One mother clasping her
child was found kneeling as If In prayer
with her back to the stage from which
had come the death dealing sheet of
She had protected her child from the
hut tho little ono was dead in the arms
of Its mother As the work of rescue
progressed dozens of blankets wore brought
and bodies wore carried down In these

The scene immediately after the fire
was got under control and the work of
rescuu began was appalling All the gilt
mind tinsel of the theatre all the silks and
plushes all tho rich hangings all tho fres-
coes had been wiped out The flames
from the stage had swept the entire theatre
and left their blight everywhere The
upholstery on many of time seats was still
intact though But for the failure of somo
one to act when action meant life for hun-
dreds only might have perished
rime thin sheet of asbestos that could have
saved all failed

BKIJLTIVES OF TltK VICTIMS AIIR1VK-

In n remarkably short time men whose
wives and children had gone to see Mr
Bluebeard reached the some It was a
hopeless task to try to find their loved ones
Through the tiers of dying In
tho buildings all men and women
searched with faces Xow and
again a searcher would find one for whom
he looked When tho dead was found the
earcher knelt in prayer-

of the theatre His eyes were blinded with
fear and ho did not HOC the firemen
out with unconscious form in their arm
Before a group of men ho wood for a

Then he asked If any ono had been
in the

My wife were there he mur-
mured Did one get out

Tears came to the eyes of the men in the
little group At that Instant flvn firemen
staggered down the stairs each bearing
a human form One of the men pointed-

to them and the husband anti falhor fell
to the floor

1IOI1UKKY OP THE DEAl

Amid even such sail scenes tin pick-

pocket were busy Time police kept watch
as best they could the ghouls snntchcl
many purses from dead and dying and
wrenched rings from thin fingers tint could

longer offer resistance
Several of thoso men were caught in their

work They received at the moment
punishment all too light for their crime
Only a few were arrested and taken to the
police station where they will be held to
await the course of tint law

Eddie Foy star of time company his sun
and all the people of the Bluebeard com-

pany got out of the theatre It is
said that the audience one of the largest
that has attended a performance of Mr
Bluebeard A side entrance on time west-
side of tho house It Is said was locked and-
a stampede of those who tried to get out
that way followed A panel In a window
close by was broken one at u time
could get out that way

BTAHTKMSllOWlTrAln-
Kddie Foy star of tIme company said alter

his wcajw Time fire began in the middle
oV time It was when time moon-
light scene on An electric wire
hruke and was grounded and from this tlm
flames vert started In the rear of the
The stage is unusually wide and
so great a draught the flames spread rapidly
They soon lund at tanked nil the scenery
he rear of the stage I never saw

spread so quickly
When the fire first I went to the

footlights and to alarming the
audience I said thero was a slight blaze
and that it would be l tter to go out quietly
Then I stepped hack and ordered I lie asbes-
tos curtain hewn This when part way
down refused to go further and HUH un
additional draught was created This swept
the flames out Into tho auditorium and I
knew tIme theatre was doomed

I hurried back on the stage aided
in getting the women members of this com-

pany Into the alloy Home of them yore
In tim dressing room were almost over-
come before they gut to the stage
and to the doors When I saw all were out
I hurried to time hotel There was no
to change my costume

The work of roscuiiiK was begun slowly
as soon as It was once started It pro

rapidly Aside from time policemen
uul firemen many city and county officials
is well as leading buKinexs men aided

Commissioner William Hale Thomp
lon was among the first to help Ho carried
out more than half a score of bodies M S
Davidson of the Underwriters Association
carried out ten

James Markham private secretary to
Mel OXeil as soon as he learned of the

condition of affairs telephoned to every
hospital in the city which has an ambu-
lance asking that it be offered in service
in removing the injured and death and

called upon a score or more of under-
takers to tend their wagons to the scene

nriMEr FROM A MrnicAi
William A Dyche business manager of
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the Northwestern University Medical Col-

lege when he heard the cries of alarm in
the theatre and taw the actressoft
through the rear mustered a relief
pf time faculty aunt surgeons In time vicinity
who were on hand almost nl time time when
the climax of the panic was reached

looking front my windows Into
of in the ruins of tho theatre

it least moo people mire there
dead said Dr Dyche is a

estimate
The window of Dr Dychos mom over-

looks and commands time host view of
theatre Momma carts were quickly emptied
and used for taking away victims Mar-
shall Field A Co sent hundreds of blankets
to be used in caring for the dead and

twenty bodies lay for a long-

time in the old Tremout house unidentified
Twelve persons wero carried Into liullnrd-
A Clormullys store where they died within
ten minutes from the poisonous gases
they hud inhaled Most of those who were
suffocated wore In tho Ixilcony whore they
Kiiccumlxid to the gases which arose from
the burning plush seats when hey caught

front which foil forward
It was burned from its fastenings

IIKIIOIC WOIIK OK HTUIIKNTH

Great loss of life was prevented and many
lives were saved by the heroic rescue work
of the students faculty janitors and work-
men in tho Northwestern University build-
ing The rescue work of time people In time

top Iwlcouy was effectively donn time

people in time university building The
platform of the theatre fire exits on time top
balcony was directly opposite the third
floor fire escape platform of the univer-
sity building and on a line with the law
school lecture room Kalsomlners

and painters were at work In this
lecture room using large planks to make
platforms

When tho eople crowded upon he fire
escape platform of time theatre the students
faculty and workmen rushed to the lecture
room and placed the large planks across
the alley upon the two fire escape platforms
thus making a strong walk upon which
hundreds managed to get over of
time people Injured who were in top
balcony were taken out by thus exit and
were cared for at time University building

After tho first alarm of fire and iust
when the excitement was at Its height two
gas tanks explode hurling
through the roof and burning debris all-

over the theatre This is what caused the
rapid spread of tho fire Flame started-
in every quarter of the place ami leaped
from tIme drapery of the boxes to time tiers
of wats in tho balcony

Kohlsoats restaurant is Immediately in
the rear of the theatre In Dearborn street
adjoining the halls of tho old Tremont
hotel building Women and children more
or loss seriously Injured In their frantic
efforts to tIme playhouse were
hurried buildings by police
and firemen TIme women grew hysterical
shrieking for their children from whom
they lied become separated in tho rush
Their own Injuries were forgotten In their
anxiety for the safety of their kin

Those most seriously injured were laid

Jnlvpr fty dental Bchool and physicians
at otico summoned to attend heir hurts
Shrieks and groans filled tho halls of the
building as time sufferers were carried in
nnd placed on the floor

Klghteen doctors worked over six tables
in Thompsons restaurant As soon IUB a
vict lin died the body was placed on t hi floor
to make room for nsufferer and soon th ro
was a great heap of dead bodies All time

buildings In time neighlxirhood were pressed
into service and even then there was not
room for tIme dead Scores were laid on the
widnwalk Covered exprow wagons and
drays were pressed into service and the
unfortunates were hurried to time morgues

IIISHOP MlLUOON A HFno IX TIlE lUWCTKS

Bishop Muldoon with a prayer u on hh
lips with his Oat off worked among tho
injured and dying inside of the theatre
He WIIH the theatre when I he
started and rushed into loud a helping hand
He climbed into the gallery and there
directed the work of resale Firemen and
IKjllcemen rushed iiK n him to gel him out
but ho remained among the suffering while
I he smoke and flumes came close to him

At tIme top of his voice the Bishop lagged
tliH people to put their in iod and
calm themselves Hi overcoat coat and
lint were held by a friend in front of t h thea
tie The sight of the Bishop gave courage
to many while the Itomnn Catholics who
were injured received absolution from
him upon the scene It was not until after
he had been as that all the injured hfid
been taken out and that Iliere was no liv-

ing iJereon In the place hut he coniiited
to IK taken out

Sheriff Barrett who Bishop Muldoon-
taking off his coat mid going into lint theatre

help time resent work followed In his
sttiis The firemen and police aftr tint
first niih WIH over tried to get time Bishop

leave but he would not Then dnngiT
threatened all from he north wall which
might drop at any moment nnd Hie police
Sheriff Barrett and the firemen liy forte
led him out

AMIXll MAYOR SAYS SIAIIK Xl ITIKXSI
Acting Mayor MeCann was instructed liy

Chairman Muvor of the Council Finniire
Committee n soon us the extent of the hor-
ror wriH known to direct th Fun Maivlinl-
Chief of Ililiro and CommUsloner of Public
Work lo proceed In the emergency without
any restriction whatever with regard to
exj ense in caring for the people

Do anything needful anything
you want in this cause and to the Coun-
cil for he was told The Finance
Committee will lie your authority

Mr McCafui hurried to his got into
communication with time depart-
ments Invested time city officials with nu
thorlty as regards ex nse and action and
within ten minutes ico men and seventy
wagons usd on tho First Ward streets
were at the of the fire and police
departments

Chief of Police OXeil was in the Council
chamlMT hearing charges against Lieut-
Mulcahy when he was notified of the i frl-

ousness of time fire He hurried to the
theatre Marshal Musham was sitting in
executive session with tho fire trial board
when at 333 oclock the alnim struck
They lislenivl and when the magnitude

fire was understood the board ad
led by tho Chief accusers and i

all the firemen went to fight the flame

TWiT FAU FROM A FIRE KSCAIl

Charles B Taylor a janitor was washing
windows in time Building di
redly across the areaway from tho theatre
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firm escape Immediately after the cry
lire was raised a score or more men women
and children clambered onto time platforn
of time lire escape each crushing the olhi
In tIme mad fight I o climb place of safety
The terrible crush prvvented army from
descending

While the appeals for hol
rose high above the din the theatre
and while tho awful light for mastery was
being made on the small Iron platform
two huge iron doors which up to that tlnu
had held the flames Inside burst opon and
n wavu of tire swept upon time mass ol
humanity

With shriek time twenty or more were
swept from platform One woman
nearest the outside fell headlong to time

pavement alighting upon her head In a
momenta pile of human beings was heaped
U on her Taylor fays he believes till in
that wire killed

alRKM IX TIUIITM OX TIlE HTHKKT

The chorus was compelled to dress in the
cellar Many of the women were in the
dressing PJOIIH when time time started Kilt
from he iellnr was emit off by heavily
barred doors The men were forced to
break them open During this delay
many of the girls received painful burns
The girls were forced into time street wearing
tights They tixk refuge In time Union
Intel and the Sherman louse

Viola McDonald ono of the most Iteaii-

tifill chorus girls on tIne Hinge was In tights
when the cry of through the
theatre Site turned to time girl next to
her and Bald

Ill not go old on I ho street In
lights if I am to death

She then ran stairs to a dressing
room to put on her skirt Site got Into tho
skirt and then heard a crash overhead
She found her egre s barred by fallen and
burning timbers Site was time last person
to leave the stage part of hot heat re with
out injury She was hauled out through
a coal hole by three brawny firemen

The List of h bodies taken into the old
Tremont building were removed at oclock
tonight Firemen are still working by
calcium light taking the dead from the
balcony Bodies found sitting straight
up in time persons had fainted
from fright and by smoke
und gases

In another part of the balcony where the
blaze had l een blown upward and hack

little girl was found lead Her hair
been burned off and her face badly

scorched by the In her lap lay n
fur muff the tire which
hud swept over and around the upper
of her body Some of time victims
fallen buck in heir seats in utter collapse
and met their fate

WORK OK inEXTIHICATtOY DIFFICULT
Only a small number of the dead have

been identified by relatives Identification-
in most cafes has been by clothing Hun-
dreds of weeping persons cannot find their
missing ones of the crowds In the
morgues there Is a constant streambf horri-
fied mourners passing In and oxit some
havingfound their own among the victim
mind hastening rorrowfully away to
seek for loved ones

Coroner Tra

or relatives be permitted Inspect the
bodies at the morgues for two hours This
was done to give the undertakers an oppor-
tunity to arrange I he bodies and o
their Identification He said tonight that
he will summon n jury of six prominent
men to inspect the remains lomorrow
morning U

ESTIMATES FROM TIlE MOIIOUK8

An estimate of number of dead at
the different morgues is Jordans 16

Madison street 100 inside and 75 more in
wagoim on tIme outside Holstons 22

Adams street fl inside and 100 in wagons
in Adams street Buttons 1772 Wabash
avenue r 0 County Morgue 10 Gavins
221 North Clark street Sheldons 230

Vist Mmlisou street 21-

Ihree wngonloads each containing
from eight lo twelve bodies were taken to
each of the latter two undertaking rooms
when WIIM to he had
downtown Many of the dead fire ut

morgues at time Sniiinrltiin St Luke-

ssr4i or TIII cinnn s ntisI-

llnlrd lit a foal Hole aunt 1irtv tit Thorn
Taken Out by Klrcmen-

CHICAGO Dee fl In time basenieut
theatre whon fire Maggie

Io vine vas in charge of twelve girls who
were preparing to appear In tho scene
emit it led The Hunters When Miss Levlnu-
heard tin cries of fire and thin sounds of the
commotion following over her head she
shouted My nod girls what can ln the
matter

A moiniMit l i plumb st riiIien crowd
rif fifty or more chorus girls won1 struggling

lives Smoke rolled down through
I rap doors in suffocating clouds and al-

most obliterated tin1 dim from the
iiiandwctiils nod not Down-

Ing ZtLM Belasco nnd Mario aueiu were
linooked down nnd trampled by

girls nnd Ihe fv men in the chorus
Doxin Mnrlowi was io iniiHi ovfrootnii-
liy snioli she WKK uiimiifcioiis-
lor tin bihiR nnd hind to be ritrriid

lames jallaithor n mitnber of the mens-
hiriif tool ixiiiiinpiid of right cued

uul girls and must rucl ed-

lnin hold of OHM mother hcnds
tool thu lend and grasping torcmost

of the girls by tho hand Iwl the way through
he bftt niiiit fmin htngn to trout
f the theatre building when 1st reached
lie coal collar tinder I lie sidinvnlk in Itan-

lolph ft roil
With a stick he forced thccoal hole rovers

off nnd this sufficed to signal time firemen
Hint wns wanted wen
oworcd nnd cnch of the fifty nil Is and
until coinpiinlons wore drawn out of ihu-

jnseiiiiil
A Hart ono of time minor employee was

barely nblc to tall ns ho fell out of tIme

tage entrance time street his cloth
torn his lnuiHcd nid spitting

hood from ho In1 on
ho buck stairway A soon ns he was able

to tnlk he said
We were In the middle of the second

id with a full chorus singing time

Song when nn electrical fuss blew
nit a tiny of communicated
viih nn inner curtain blaze started
Ihe singers mined for such an enier-

ncy kept at their work in lo give
audience a chance to retire without

i panic
An attempt was made to let hewn time

isbfwlos curtain It stuck otis end
to work Then there was a scramble
time room which ar in a
from time basement to the top of tIme
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building and to the extreme west
the structure They were without windows
except time few on the alley at the north
end Efforts to secure clothes were aban-

doned on account of time dense smoke fron
the burning scenery mid the crowd made
for time exits on the ground floor

rushed to the elevator It too
was Whether any one was In II

not I did not stop to see With a donor
others of time employees I formed a lift
line from the to time west stags
entrance toni in that way reached as mail
of time chorus women as we could ns
rushed by screaming and puniestrlckeu-
This did not last long as we worn driven out
by smoke and got Into the at the
bottom of the stairs and tIme entr
room at time west stage entrance

I a few prayers and you may de-

pend It that I thought I would he dead
In a few minutes The scene was terrible
I was in time middle of a mass of flghllmi
men and women ull struggling to reuoti

that little door The smoke was driving u

from the bodyof the building to that exit
How I ever got out 1 dont know II wins

und fight for life for all of us and
tho pressure froii behind almost crushed
my ribs

The last I remember on the Inside
some one yelling above time din of all other
streams und yells do to north en-

trance A great many me turned
from where they were to follow that voice
from within the cloud of smoke How

dot know
or two later nearly fainting I was tossed
out Imckvnrd through tlm door

Fathom McDonald of the Holy Name
Cathedral In company with S K Carroll
connie along Dearborn street when the
shrieks of the chorus girls who tried to got
out of time theatre reached them Father
McDonald and Mr Carroll rushed Into

alley and saw four girls trying to get out
through n coal hole back of time stage of
the theatre Tho priest and his friend
rescued the four women who ww tnkun
to their homes Their name flue Violet
Young Dora Selfe Alice M Burtldt anti
Dodle V Goodman

iiFn SItU o

Strikers Hrfusfd to Aid In

Injured from time Fire

CHICAGO Pee 30 According to W f

Moore ylio agreed to send all ids carriages-

for relief of fire sufferers time livery drivers
flatly refused to drive them to the theatre
o help in tine work Frederick W Job

telephoned to Mr Moore proprietor of a
livery stable at 2021 Wabash avenue asking

that he send his carriages Mr Moore as-

sented and later went to the union head-

quarters told the drivers congregated

there that he had donated his rigs and asked
them to man them He they emphati-
cally refused to do so

Howivs sronr OV THK HOHIIOR-

In All Ihr llti lnp lad Sot Hvr Wrr-

yi

CHICAGO Dec 30 Katherlne
Brookes a well known woman newspapei

tells this story of the fire
of children and men and women

four feet deep and fifteen or twenty feet
square a mass of crisped humanity arms

lgs and headless trunks that was
first timing I saw and over all the sick-

ening smell of burned human flesh What

appealed to me rOost were thin children
little boys and girls boys in knee breeches
and girls in short skirts and with braids
down their backs who u few mo-

ments before hud been listening to the frs
story of Bluebeard

The pity of it all was that they wero
warned Burton Holmes says that

fire was discovered on the stage it was
announced to the audience they were
begged to go out quietly without
confusion If they had gone out when Ihe
announcement was made hundreds of
them would have been today

hut they thought It a joke part of
pluyaml laughed and sat in their seals

placidly and waited for death Two hours
litter I saw them lying in a pile horrible to
time siglil and smell in restau-
rant I saw more than a hundred perhaps
a hundred and fifty In another store
across time street twentyfive lay dead In-

Vnughanft seed tore were forty more nnd
In other storms near by no one knew how
many

The flro happened at n utmost disastrous
time It was week for time

children ami 11 to Bluebeard aims

pint of the lirUtwu treat The theatre
wns filled children and women the
worst kind of a crowd in case of a panic
In the hundred or more dead bodies 1 saw
there wore net more than four or five men

Thompsons restaurant looked a-

brltlefleld Xear Hie door nnd tj
wax a mass of charred Immunity thrown

a hull As n body wan brought in
the docliiv would work over It a few mo-

ment uml tlen It WIL discovered
that life hud the body it would
be flung iiside t make room fur the next
one There was no time for order Till
dead wlii and Iniuiunveii-
until in some CIHI the Tiolleeincn hid t i

work nurd to them from the pile
when they bc iin work of cirryinct-
hem to time morgue

At the top of the mountain of what hud
once been human bcingn lay u guI
about K years of age lien wits
in n long brnld down her back hut mime

face WHS unrecogniuibli nnd he upier
part of item clothing wns burned nwuy
lIen wore thrown over Into linad us if
nlie trying to tight ofT death

tlidiirneaih time little jdrl was n man
with hum huad burned lo a crisp One
minis head was burnod oft to
Ihe Hhouldcis livery face iras distorted
In most cases the skin wa burned away

Bodies were everywhere over
chairs where they IOU been thrown under-
neath tnblos three or four ihvp on tin
tables sitting up on chairs

At one able there wns n sudden stir A

horton cone in arid lielloved that ho hutch

found signs of life in one of the Ixxlie
that of n woman A crowd of fifteen or
twenty letters gathered Rt once They
administered oxygen gave hypodermic in-

jections of whiskey and brandy and finally
nf boiling

1 hey tried every method known to medi-
cs science to bring hack life to the woman
lilt nil to no purpose After nearly an
hours work they gave up and the body
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Mas unceremoniously thrown IhtonhUnUet
and carried to the morgue

Back In the restaurant near tho liitchen
was a wonAati who hall been resuscitated
She was time only one who was brought back
to life Her face was burned so badly
as to be unrecogni7ib1e

The placelwus crowded with anxious
ones seeking to find heir dead They would
go up to one of the bodies hesitito a moment
before lifting the blanket that covered time

faro and then turn uwuy in despair Ovw
Mme tho voices of policemen crying

Clear the aisles therelas they carried III

bodies to tho express wagons for the un-

dertakers could not furnish enough hearses
and express wngons wero pressed Into ser-
vice to carry time bodies to the morgue

ST4v O 1 HOV i7IV-
Mm tees lieu n of School GIrl With

llrr Out
CHICAGO Dec 30 Ono of the moat

miraculous escapes was thou of
party given by Mrs Kollin A Keyes of
KvHtiston to several students from
Mrs Somer School of Washington C

the party were Mrs Keyes her daughters
Mrs Harry B Pearson and Miss Kntherln-
Keyos Mius Elsie Klmore of Astoria Oro
Miss Oraco Hill daughter of Charles F
huh Greenwood avenue Miss Marie Totem
of Columbus Ohio Miss Cornelia Armsbyi
daughter of Mrs K Armsby of Evanston
Kli7ahelh and Josephine Eddy daughters
of Morris K Eddy arid Mis Chnrlott-
Plnmondon youngest daughter of Mr
and Mrs Charles A Plamondoii the welt
known manufacturer who resides with
hi family at time Chicago Beach Hotel

The party was given by Mrs Keyes for
her daughter Katherine and was preceded-
by a luncheon at tho Auditorium Annex
They were late In reaching the theatre
and were assigned lo time two front
ou tIne of the theatre
Charlotte Plnmondon who waited until
time fire hind caught in the curtnlns over
tint front box In which sho sat before at-

tempting to get out wins serum shortly after
she arrived nl time Chicago Bench Hotel
this evening

I cant tell you how I escaped I only
know that when tIme flames began to crackl
over my head and tort down from tKA

curtains of our box I leaped Tallinn
of time lx x and fell hi arm of ikim4
man I think ho wins connectedwith
theatre for he immediately set mo
In a seat and told mo to I quiet
moment

Then I think I lost all reason I have A

vague recollection of having been pushod-

up the side aisle that runs along by
time boxes It wits ns ns for A

moment Tine great like a
ninglc person but no sound eecapedfjl-
Thohe in front were In
wnys Then a scream went lip
that I shall never forget It In
ears now Women screamed and children
cried Men were shouting and rushing for
the entrance leaping over the proetrat

children and women and Carry
down with

was oeing carried along in the ma s6f
frantic humanity that surged toward the
main entrance I did not feel any pain or
suffocation My mind seemed to be A

blank n I think of it now excepting for
this screaming of the women and Uincry
lug of tIme children It pierced right through
you

Back of me I remember there was a
sheet of that seamed o bo gathering
in volume and reaching out for us Then
I forgot again and not until tho crowd
surged toward the wall and caught mo
between itund tho nuirblt pillar did I realize
whatI was doing and just what position
the lunger wes The pain revived ma
I know 1 was almost crushed to death
but it did not hurt Nothing could
with the tcreaming lImo agonized
the wtimtii children ringing in your
cars

And then somehow I found myself out
on the street timid thu dead and dying worn
around me When I realized that I wa
out of tho place amid safe from tho fire and
rush all my strength seemed lo leave me
My knoes trembled nnd fOI thin life of e
I could not bavo tnken a step Tho cold
air braced mo after n moment nod I went
around to time drug store whore the dead
wero being brought In and the poor uctreesei
und chonit girls were coming in with little
on them

I renicinltered that I helped to dree
some of tho chorus girls and expressed
pity fur them but what else I did I dont
linow

Miss Klmoie and myself managed
keep and found each other soon
nfler we got nut on this street When MM-
Hills wns pushed oul of the entrance hV

run as ns could to thn Marshall
Field store J never Ml as I did when this
Urn lust stalled tumid il duwned upon un
t lint I ho t heal 10 WHS on fire It seemed
ii i reiiin nt fit

The horde cmtuin right near our bos
blew biKl iind I lliiil il hit a light or Komn-
tliiiiK nnd when i fell brol into place T

saw it wus on lire It wjis just ut liit
lime limit I foil likn one in n dream 1 wrw-

duriiiK the moonlight scene nnd II seemed
till like fnirylnnd to me non lImo name
on the Tin nn had jut finished
singing nnd iris cninodown-
li Hunt tiieil-

Tlie choniN girl lcpt iihl on ingipir
for a couple of nii-

on of i he singe men rtslwd out onto the
slngt niul shoiiKd Keep your scats1-

Ihe choirs lc ip nnd nfcn I MIW
men ginliliilii nil1 uosm J hUp-

po I bin vns keep Ui1 HiiLko nnd flame
from litliipg them The singe men bn-

hiivcd liUn hcixit s Ill sent ly I iw toupte
of girl mill IIIWM iind 1 knov tlmt thy
were ivirtoni1 Itft i hen Kddie Foy r n
out ou the stiji jiniliy tnnde up mind cried
My iiu le l p yoir sratK-

Vh ii Fur jid thi I rfifnlned my A iKe-
nnd when tlii lo cnriniu did not ronm
down I Tit hut ihe Iiliiiiiion wn critical
The flame luul til n hold of time front roft-
of MSI liehiiul the orcheiiri and vvrro
creeping up tim ciirtiiins over our box
when I jumped to my heel timid leaped over
the roiling I iuppow I would have bin
hurl at liny olhtT time but I foil on othoj
people nnd a man put hi arms around
me and put me down in n sonl

Miss rinimimlon two sisters were sitting
only threw stitH dUiniil from time box s In
which there ere other members of tin
Keyes party In this parly worn Augustus
Eddy brother of time Eddy girls In the bo
and Carroll Shaffer son of 1 C Shnffcr

Mr Kddy Miss Plamomlon says marl
heroic effort to roach the IKIS ulii M-

Istirs snl hint wns il t v i

mob which hclTct MI i i

oft hi left lie nnn i i

Tr elmer 11 hnrrl stnigcl nil n a nr
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